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breaking suddenness that she died at
the age of twenty-two.

This great loss did not steal from
Matt and his wife, the great kindness
that marked both of them. Years
later, they proved their generosity of
spirit and kindness when they sought
and received the guardianship of a
Chinese youngster.

While on vacation in the Adiron-
dacks, the McGraths came to know the
boy who was the chef’s son, and whose
mother had deserted both of them. A
great bond of affection grew between
the boy and the McGraths.  When they
were leaving, they told the boy’s father
that if he were in difficulty to come to
them for help.

Two years later, Inspector McGrath
was visited in his office by the young-
ster’s father who was unemployed and
living in the Chinese section of the
city, The Inspector was distressed to
hear of the hardships that the boy and
his father were enduring. As a result,
Inspector McGrath asked if he might
bring- the boy home for a couple of
weeks and take care of him while the
father obtained employment. It was
so agreed. The couple of weeks
stretehed into a couple of happy vears
during which the McGraths were ap-
pointed guardians of the boy. Then
Mrs. McGrath became ill and care of
the boy became impossible for her.
The McGraths reluctantly had to give
up their charge but boarded him at the
Maryknoll Monastery near Ossining
where they visited him regularly. To-
day, the boy is going through a mili-
tary academy near Baltimore from
which he will graduate shortly. At
about the time of his graduation, he
will fall heir to a small legacy that the
Inspector set up for him to be received
when he reached his 18th birthday.
Mrs. McGrath will be in Baltimore to
see him receive his diploma and once
more renew their friendship.

In 1927, while watching the fifty-
one year old Inspector toss the hammer
163 feet, 63§ inches, George Currie,
a well known sports writer, said in a
syndicated story:

“In all the history of sport, we have
never had a man like Matt. He is
nearly too legendary to be true.

“The strong man at least has held
his own against the demands of youth
to be served.”

It was thus that an immigrant boy
brought fame to his adopted country
and kindness to an adopted child,
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